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GOVBHNMEN'I' OP GUAM 
OFPICE OF 'l'IIE GOVEHNOH 

AGANA, GUAH 

EXECU'l'IVE ORDER NO. 70-2 

{ 

'l'HE OFFICE OF 1'HE PUBLIC DEFENDER--
HULES FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBIJ�I'rY FOR LEGAL ASSIS1'ANCE 

\'IHEREAS, Subchapter E of Chapter 2, Ti·t.le 10 of 

Uw Government Code of Guam, es·tablished the office of the 

Public Defender of Guam, within the Division of Social 

Services in the Department of Public Heal·t:h and Social 

Services; and 

WHEREAS, the Section further provides tha·t the 

Public Defender sl1all defend indigent defendants in crim-

inal cases and shall also render legal assistance and 

counselling in civil ma:tters to ·those who are unable to 

afford a priva·te attorney; and 

vffiEREAS, the Director of Public Health and 

Soci�l .St::cv ices has inadt:: antl :recolui:tLenclecl the following ruJ..es 

and regulations to me after holding a public hearing as 

required by law; and 

\!IHEREAS, the Governor shall by Executive Order 

promulga·t:e all rules and regulations necessary to carry out 

the purposes of the above subchapter; and 

WHEHEAS, I have approved the follovling rules and 

regulations made by and recommended to me by the Director 

of Public Health and Social Services; 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested 

in me by Section 9133, Government Code of Guam, the follow-

ing rules and regulations are hereby promulgated: 

COVERAGE AND CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY 

A. GENERAL 

1. Legal assistance will be available to the following 

individuals as "Categorically Needy" with legal care 

and services available in the same amount:, duration, 

and scope fOJ:: 



a. All individuals receiving aid or assistance under 

Guam 's app:coved plan under all t:i tles of the 

Social Security Act. 

b. All children under 21 who mee·t the conditions of 

eligibili·ty in ·the Guam Plan for AFDC under Title 

IV other than with respect to age and school 

attendance. 

c. All persons wi·thin ·the Terri tory of Guam who 

would be eligible for aid or assistance under one 

of the other s·tate plans. 

d. Certain ineligible persons shall be considered 

for legal assistance if ·they are faced wi·th 

unusual hardship due to indebtedness, extended 

illness, or recen·t unemploymen·t. 

2. Legal assistance will be available to: 

a. The "Legally Needy", i.e., individuals whose 

income resources equal or exceed those level:o 

for maintenance established under the plan, bu·t 

are insufficient to meet their costs of legal 

care and services not encompassed within the 

state plan for legal assistance, plus their 

costs of legal services included in ·the s·tate 

plan--except that only those are covered who 

except for income and resources would be 

eligible for aid and assistance under Guam's 

approved plans for OAA, AB, APTD, or AFDC. 

b. All children under 21 who are "Legally Needy" 

and meet conditions of eligibility in the Guam 

Plan for AFDC excep·t for age and school atten-

dance. 

c. All children under ·the age of 21 who are in 

public-supported fos·ter care in families or 

institutions. 
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B. l'INANCIJ�L ELIGIBILITY 

1. A person may be eligible for legal assistance when, 

Single 

Family 

Family 

Family 

Family 

Family 

Family 

Family 

Family 

Family 

Family 

Family 

2. 

together with spouse, all of the following conditions 

a. He does not: own real property or equi'cy exceeding 

a market value of $3,500 in addition to his home 

of residence. 

b. He does not have cash or bank account or loan 

value on insurance exceeding $300 for each 

member of the family or $1,000, whichever is 

the lesser amount. 

c. The market value of disposable personal property 

does not exceed $1,500 for a single person, 

$2,000 for a family of two, plus $150 for each 

additional dependent. 

EI,IGIBILITY CRITERIA 

INCOHE 

Applicant $1,500 

of 2 2,500 

of 3 2,800 

of 4 3,000 

of 5 3,200 

of 6 3,400 

of 7 3,600 

of 8 3,800 

of 9 4,000 

of 10 4,200 

of 11 4,400 

of 12 4,600 

Only such income and resources as are actually avail-

able will be considered; income and resources will be 

reasonably evaluated; and only such income and 

resources will be considered as will be ''in hand" 

within a reasonable period ahead. 
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3. Income and resources will be reasonably evaluated 

in determining which are actually available. 

<;. The financial responsibility of any individual for 

any applicant or recipient will not be taken into
. 

account un less such applicant or recipient is such 

individual's spouse, or such individual's child who 

is under the age of 21 or one who is otherwise 

actually and legally dependent. 

Issued and promulgated at Agana, Guam, this 21st day of 

_ _;J�a:!:n�u:::::a:..rY,_ ____ , 19 70 " 

COUNTERSIGNED: 

rbU:o� 
Secretary of Guam 


